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SPODE CHRISTMAS TREE 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

COMMEMORATIVE GIFTWARE COLLECTION 

2008 

 
                   Spode’s original ‘Christmas Tree’ is one of the world’s best-known festive tableware designs.  

This delightful pattern, featuring a Christmas Tree profusely decorated with baubles and tinsel, originated in 1938 

when Harold Holdway, one of the Spode designers, was charged with producing a new Christmas pattern.  When 

Harold drew the Christmas Tree he had to be very inventive, as he had never seen one himself.  Consequently, his 

initial design featured a tree with presents hanging from the branches, but was amended when Harold was 

informed that presents were generally heaped on the floor around the base of the tree.   Also, if you are 

wondering why the Spode Christmas Tree has a Santa on the top, well Harold had no idea what usually adorns 

the top of the tree, which is why he designed it with a Santa instead of a fairy - a charming and iconic feature of 

this well-loved pattern, which celebrates it’s 70th Anniversary this year.  Fittingly, Spode have launched this special 

commemorative giftware collection as a testament to the pattern’s appeal and dedicated collector base. 

Production is strictly limited to the year of 2008, ensuring that these pieces will be very highly sought after.  Items in 

the range include:- 

 
     Buffet Plate – 30cm (12”)  £20.00 RRP     Collector Plate – 20cm (8”)  £13.50 RRP 

     Bell – 18cm (7”)   £11.00 RRP     Fancy Square Plate – 23cm (9”) £13.50 RRP 

 

Each of the 4 pieces will have a special backstamp to commemorate the year, which will read: 

 

‘2008 Annual Collection.  Edition limited to year of issue.  This piece has been created using the original Christmas 

Tree central motif, first introduced in 1938.’   

 

The 20cm (8”) Collector Plate and the Bell also show the year of issue as part of the main design. 

Royal Worcester & Spode, Severn Street, Worcester WR1 2NE 

Website:  www.royalworcester.co.uk  &  www.spode.co.uk 

For stockists please contact:  01905 746000 

 

For further information please contact:  Pam Ballone PBM 

Mobile:  07946 632420     E-Mail: pam@ballone.co.uk 

STOP PRESS! 

NEW FOR CHRISTMAS 

2008 
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   Fancy Square Plate 


